
Join us! for the 
50th Anniversary of the 
McMaster University 

School of Social Work

Register:
$40 for alumni, and $25 for current students, for access to 
all weekend events and meals including non-alcoholic 
drinks. Cash bar available on Friday night.

Register by: Monday October 
29, 2018 at 4:00 pm

Hotel information is in the 
registration system—book early 
to secure a special rate. 

All events will be held at Alumni 
Memorial Hall, also known as the 
Faculty Club or University 
Club (depending on 
your era!)

If the registration fee is a barrier, please email 
Tammy Maikawa (millet@mcmaster.ca). Sponsorship 
and/ or volunteer opportunities may be available. 

If you are willing to sponsor one or two students
to attend the Anniversary, you can do that when you 
register, or you can email Tammy (millet@mcmaster.ca) 

School of Social 
Work Memories
For those joining us for the Anniversary 
events and for those who are unable to 
attend, we hope that you will share your 
memorabilia and/or memories with us:

• Any pictures, books, posters or other material 
that we could borrow, digitize and/or display

• Any special memories that you have of the program 

If you plan to attend, you can let us know about 
the items above when you register. 

If you are unable to attend the reunion, please email 
us: sw50@mcmaster.ca if you have memorabilia 
and/or memories you would like to share!

If you wish to make a donation to 
the School or to students, there 
are many ways to do so. 

• Contributions to the School of Social Work Endowment 
fund support thesis and research activities of graduate 
students and participation by undergraduates in the 
Canadian Association for Social Work Education annual 
conference, and the activities of caucus groups. You can 
make a donation to this fund when you register. 

If you are not able to attend but wish to make a one-
time contribution please go to the School of Social 
Work Endowment Fund site, call (905) 525-9140 
ext. 24224 or email us: giving@mcmaster.ca.

• Family members and friends of alumni have established academic 
grants for students in fi nancial need, some in celebration 
of birthdays, community achievements, or retirements 

• Every year an award established in memory of a community 
advocate is given to the best MSW thesis; alumni have also 
created awards for students with outstanding grades 

• A retired faculty member dedicated funds to establish 
a conference series focused on child welfare

• A McMaster alumnus with an admiration for the School 
bequested funds to enhance the study of social policy 

• Alumni have named the School in their Wills, sometimes 
for specifi c projects or programs, some for the more 
general needs and activities of the School

If you are interested in discussing how you might support 
the School, Kelly Worton would be pleased to hear from 
you. Kelly is the Senior Development Officer for the 
Faculty of Social Sciences, University Advancement.

Phone: 905-525-9140 x 28123

E-mail: smithke@mcmaster.ca

Contact
If you have any questions about the School of 
Social Work 50th Anniversary please contact: 
sw50@mcmaster.ca or call: 905-525-9140 ext. 23793

We look forward to seeing you in November!

November 9 
and 10, 2018

University Club of 
McMaster – Alumni 

Memorial Hall

On-line: alumni.mcmaster.ca/socialwork50
Phone: 905-525-9140 ext. 24878



The 50th Anniversary 
will foster connections 

and re-connections 
among alumni, students 
and instructors; offer a 
chance to talk together 

about current educational 
and research initiatives; 
and create opportunities 

for remembering, 
reflecting, and imagining 

the next decade. 

• Stitch-by-Stitch: A Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission Report Sewing Circle & Reading Group 

Facilitated by Helene Vosters. 

Stitch-by-Stitch invites participants to embroider sections 
of the TRC Report’s 94 Calls to Action onto Canadian 
flags, to read aloud sections of the TRC summary 
report, and to share reflections. A work in progress, 
Stitch-by-Stitch’s unfinished status is a reminder that 
reconciliation is an ongoing process that requires collective 
and sustained labour. No experience necessary. 

Location: Great Hall

• Speaker’s Corner. Come have your say! Share a story 
about your time as a student… What do you carry with you 
from your time here? What was the most important thing 
you learned? What advice would you give to the graduating 
class, or what hope or wish do you have for them? 

Location: Great Hall

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm | Dining Room, 
Alumni Memorial Hall
• Lunch

1:30 pm | Great Hall, Alumni Memorial Hall

Keynote presentation: The Honourable 
Wanda Thomas Bernard, Senator

Dr. Wanda Thomas Bernard 
is a community activist, a 
researcher at the Dalhousie 
School of Social Work, and 
a founding member of 
the Association of Black 
Social Workers. The first 
African Nova Scotian to be 
appointed to the Canadian 
Senate, she has promoted citizen 
engagement and social work engagement 
in Canadian politics and in law-making.

Program
Friday, November 9th
7:00 pm | Dining Room, Alumni Memorial Hall
• Registration

• Snacks and cash bar

• Welcome, performances by singers from Six 
Nations and by the School of Social Work Band

• Reconnect with the people who were students and 
instructors when you were here at McMaster, look over 
the photos, listen to the music & check out the exhibits

Saturday, November 10th 
9:00 am | Great Hall, Alumni Memorial Hall

• Continental Breakfast

9:30 am | Great Hall, Alumni Memorial Hall
• Welcome

• Opening by Bonnie Freeman and Trish Van Katwyk

• 3 minute talks about new programs and initiatives 
at the School, and their motivations and goals 

10:15 am

Activities to choose among:

• Campus tours by current Social Work students! 

• Exhibits staffed from 10:30-11:30: Come by to talk about 
the School’s new programs and initiatives, and about current 
research by faculty, community colleagues and students. 

Exhibits include:

• Preparing for Critical Practice in Child Welfare Pathway

• The Circle of Indigenous Social Work Action

• New graduate programs in Critical Leadership and 
Community-Engaged Research and Evaluation 

• McMaster’s unique Field Education Program & fi eld 
education insights from equity-seeking groups 

Location: West Room

A call to social workers

Senator Bernard will speak about 
facilitating social and institutional 
change: how she understands the work 
and what’s needed to do it well; how 
we can draw on our own personal 
identities and histories and from social 
work’s past; and what this particular 
political time allows and calls us to do.  

2:30 pm | Dining Room, Alumni Memorial Hall

Small group conversations: 
Responses to Senator Bernard’s presentation

Small groups with a range of generations represented. 
Two or three people will get things going with short 
reflections and then the groups will open for conversation 
about the themes of Senator Bernard’s presentation. 

3:30 pm | Dining Room, Alumni Memorial Hall
• Summing up: we’ll use our phones to create a dynamic image 

that captures the Anniversary—for us and for the future 

• Closing & Thanks


